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Newsletter #6 – February/March, 2016  

Principal’s Message 
 
With March being a shorter month, I have combined last month’s and this 
month’s newsletter into one.  There is lots of important information, so please 
make sure you have a look at what’s in the following pages.  I really appreciate 
it. 
 
Term 1 report cards were sent home at the beginning of February.  Please take 
the time to review the comments and marks with your child.  Also, please take 
the time to complete the bottom of page 3 and 4 and return this tear off portion 
to your child’s teacher.  Finally, I would also like to take the opportunity to say 
thank you to all the Manotick teachers who devoted many, many hours to complete the report cards.  Term 2 
Individual Education Plans have also been going home the past few weeks and this process is almost 
finalized. 
 
This is a busy time of the school year for all of us.  The Silver Birch, Blue Spruce, and Prix Tamarac Book 
Club members continue to read their selections and will vote for their favourite fiction or non-fiction book 
from their category in the spring.  Book exchange for these clubs continues to be Monday and Friday at first 
recess.  Thank you to Marlene Elliott, Sandra Romanauskas, and Angela McClinton for organizing the 
program. 
 
School staff has been involved in the School Learning Plan process since the beginning of February.  We are 
working on co-creating success criteria with students in order to maximize ability to complete tasks 
independently.  The Kindergarten team is focussing on self-regulation skills; the French team is focussing on 
reading for meaning, and the English team is focussing on writing for purpose. 
 
There is important information about our safety procedures in this newsletter.  The information is in regards 
to our safe arrival (student absences and lates) and our parking lot procedures.  Please read them carefully.  
These rules are established to maintain the safety of our students, your children.  Please take care to follow 
these rules. 
 
I hope that you and your family have a wonderful “last part of Winter”.  I wish everybody a fantastic March 
Break.  Enjoy your time with family and friends! 
 
As always, “Be the change you want to see!” 

Yours in Education,   
 

This newsletter contains 
important information. If you 

don’t understand it, please have 
it interpreted. Thank you. 

 
Cette lettre contient des 

informations importantes. Si 
vous ne la comprenez pas, 

faites la traduire, s'il vous plait. 
Merci. 
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Staffing Update 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to announce Liz Baker’s retirement.  Ms. Baker’s last day at MPS will 
be March 31.  I want to take this opportunity to thank Liz for all that she has done in the service of children 
in her career.  I have known Liz to always have students’ best interest at the forefront of what she does.  We 
will miss seeing and working with you every day, Liz.  On behalf of the MPS community, I want to wish 
you well in your retirement…safe travels, have fun, and enjoy your time with your family and friends. 
 
I will have a staffing announcement regarding the Long Term Occasional replacement for Liz’s position 
before March Break. 
 
Student Placement for 2016-2017 
 

On Monday, a survey went home to all students in grades 1-5.  The survey is for our 
planning purposes to check in with your school plans for next year.  Thank you to all the 
parents who have completed it and sent it back to school.  If you have not completed the 
form, please do so as soon as possible. 
 
In April, the principal, with the advice of staff, begins the process of developing and 
refining class lists for the coming school year.  A range of criterion is used, such as 

balancing the needs of children academically, grouping children appropriately for special education services, 
matching teaching/learning styles where possible, grouping or dispersing students appropriately based on 
social/behavioural needs, and balancing the number of boys and girls in the class. 
 
This process is one of the most important decision-making tasks of the school year.  As such, we work in a 
professional manner to achieve the best possible results for all of our students. 
 
If a parent feels there are important learning and/or social factors that should be taken into account for 
his/her child’s placement for 2016-2017, they are invited to send a note to Andrew Nordman, Principal by 
Monday, April 11, 2016.  The content of the note should only reflect the learning needs of the child and not 
be a request for a certain teacher.  Please refrain from discussing class placements 
with staff to avoid putting them in an awkward position. 
 
Kindergarten Registration - ONGOING 
 
Kindergarten Registration 2016-2017 – Even though the registration period has 
passed, please note that you can still register your child for Kindergarten for the 
coming school year.  Please visit our office for all the appropriate forms and details. 
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REMINDER :  All important school dates are published on our school website at www.manotickps.ocdsb.ca 
and you can print out the calendar of events from there. 
 
School Attendance 
 
Attendance and punctuality are extremely important to be successful at school.  When a 
child is on time for school they get off to the best start to his or her day.  When a child is 
punctual for school he or she does not miss important announcements or class information that is talked 
about at the beginning of the day.  Also, they are not disrupting a class that has already started with their 
instruction. 
 
At the 8:15 bell, students are brought into the school to start their day.  Please ensure your child or children 
are here on time so that they can get off to the best start. 
 
Our Attendance Line phone number is:  613-692-3311.  Please call to report your child’s absence from 
school.  You can use this number anytime of the day. 
 
Student Lates:  A student will be considered late if they have arrived when O’Canada has started at 8:22.  If 
you arrive, and O’Canada is playing, you MUST present yourself to the office to obtain an admit slip for 
your child.  Under no circumstance is a child allowed to be dropped off at this time without reporting, WITH 
THEIR PARENT/GUARDIAN, to the office. 
 
Read-A-Thon 

 
For the month of February, students and staff participated in our annual read-a-thon event.  
Thank you so much to Marlene Elliott, Angela McClinton, and Sandra Romanauskas for 
organizing this event for all of us.  What a great way to showcase our love for reading by 
participating.  The top two classes (one in Primary and one in Junior) will win a class 
pizza party at the end.  Also, Mr. Nordman has challenged the school.  We are still 
waiting on what the challenge will be…class voting will wrap up the week after Family 
Day. 
 

Community of Character 
 
We had our fifth character assembly and school spirit day at the end of February.  
Congratulations to the following students for achieving a character certificate because they 
were “Caught Beeing” one of our character traits! 
 
Hannah G. (cooperation) Carter M. (perseverance) Jake C.-St. J. (initiative) 
Sebastian E. (perseverance) Adam R. (responsibility) Liam R. (fairness) 
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Emma B. (perseverance) Avery G. (perseverance) Hugo L. (perseverance) 
Sawyer H.-B. (respect) Mohamed J. (perseverance) Aden C. (fairness) 
Maeg H. (optimism) Abby C. (empathy) Joshua H. (respect) 
Declan H. (perseverance) Hajara S. (perseverance) Logan L. (empathy) 
Ava B. (responsibility) Keaton M. (acceptance) Jack F. (perseverance) 
Danika G. (perseverance) Isla H. (responsibility) Fiona N. (responsibility) 
Sarah H. (appreciation) George M. (responsibility) Jack H. (kindness) 
Cole B. (kindness) Kori B. (perseverance) Tyler T. (perseverance) 
Rachael R. (cooperation) 

Please see our website (http://www.ocdsb.ca/com/SupportingourYouth/Pages/
CommunityofCharacter.aspx) to view our information about all of our community of character traits. 

Toonie Tuesday 

The Education Foundation of Ottawa holds an annual one day event 
to help raise funds for their organization.  This event is called 
“Toonie Tuesday”.  The Education Foundation works with the 
OCDSB to help provide food, warm clothing, and funding for 
extracurricular activities for students of families who are 
experiencing socio-economic challenges out of their control.  In the 
first four months of the 2015-2016 school year, the Education Foundation of Ottawa has provided more than 
$125 000 in funding to help with these basic necessities.  One of the major fundraisers for EFO is “Toonie 
Tuesday”.  One hundred percent of funds raised on this day are invested in our students through the Students 
in Crisis Emergency Fund.  MPS held a special event this year in conjunction with School Council.  This 
“Movie @ School” event to helped raise funds for the EFO.  Each class decided on a movie to show between 
11:00 and 1:00.  School Council donated popcorn and an apple juice for each child to enjoy during the show. 
MPS raised $416.00 for the EFO.  Way to go MPS!  Many students will be able to access your generosity as 
a result. 

For more information about the EFO, please visit their website at: 
http://www.educationfoundationottawa.ca/ 

Parking Lot Procedures 

As with any growing school, space becomes an issue.  We are currently experiencing difficulties with our 
parking lot and its size to accommodate our staff and community.  We are looking at the expansion of the lot 
through our facilities department, but that could be some time off in the future for this project to be 
completed.  Visitor parking is to be done on West River Drive.  Visitors are then requested to use the 
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pathway on the west side of the school to access the front door of the school.  This pathway is maintained in 
the winter by Mr. Gaudreau. 
 
Thank you to our community for their continued efforts to follow our safe arrival/safe pick up procedures at 
MPS.  Here is a visual of what we have in place. 
 

1. Parking Lot – our parking lot is meant for staff and delivery parking only.  There is no entry 
for student drop off or pick up during the day. 

 
2. Bus Lane – Located on Elizabeth Street on the North side of the school property.  During 

student drop off and loading, this area is to be only used for our school buses and taxi van 
transportation. 

 
3. Student Drop Off/Pick Up – from 8:00 to 2:45, this area is to be used by parents and students.  

If a student is a late arrival, parents MUST use this area still. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ottawa Public Health – Kids and Mental Health 
 
One in five children in Ontario has a mental health problem. Changes to your child’s mental health may not 
be obvious.  
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Warning signs to look for:  

• Mood swings and changes in eating habits. 
• Headaches and sore stomach. 
• Low energy and not sleeping well. 
• Missing school and/or having trouble at school. 
• Spending less time with friends and family. 
• Wanting to be left alone. 
• Feelings of anger and rage.  

 
Remember:  

• Listen to your child and trust your judgment. 
• You are the best person to notice changes. 
• Talk to your child’s teacher, he or she may have seen some changes too. 
• It’s okay to ask for help and talk to your family doctor. 

 
For more information on kids and mental health please visit www.kidsmentalhealth.ca , 
www.cheo.on.ca/en/cheomentalhealth, or Ottawa Public Health at 613 580-6744, www.ottawa.ca/health. 
 
It’s EXCITING – it’s ENTREPRENEURIAL! 
 

From the grade 5 students of Mme Rodney: 
 
This year, we are participating in the Entrepreneurial Adventure Program. It's a hands-on 
entrepreneurial experience for students in Grades K-12. It is designed to develop students’ 
enterprising spirit, financial literacy, innovative thinking and social responsibility. To date, 
these student business ventures have 
raised $2.9 million for charities!  

 
Our class will raise money for D.I.F.D as we think it's a good 
charity.  
 
To buy materials for our special project, we are hosting a Winter Play Day for all students on March 10th. To 
participate, we encourage students to bring a minimum donation of $2. There will be fun games like relay races and 
other outdoor activities. Please dress warmly for the event and...Have fun! 
 
If the weather is too wet or too cold, we will still accept donations, but we will reschedule the Play Day for another 
time. 
 
Thank you for helping out our special project! 
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News from our Community… 
 
Greely Players – Beauty and the Beast 
 

On March 4, some members of the cast from Greely Players’ production 
Beauty and the Beast were at MPS to showcase a song and answer questions 
about their upcoming performance.  The show dates are from April 6-10 and 
held at the Greely Community Centre.  For further information, visit 
http://www.greelyplayers.ca/ to find out more details. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Manotick Co-operative Nursery School 
 
Register now for September 2016!  The Manotick Co-operative Nursery School offers half-day programs for 2 – 4 
year olds on two, three or five mornings or afternoons per week.  We offer a play-based curriculum of preschool 
activities including circle time, creative art, dramatic play, and pre-math activities all in a nurturing environment. 
Please visit our website (www.manoticknurseryschool.com) or call 613-692-2188 for further details. 
 
Public registration begins Monday, March 21st. 


